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come into existence during the past half-century. Russia had
spread eastwards across northern Asia to the Pacific, while
the United States had spread westwards to the opposite shores
of the same ocean ; and a new British Empire had grown up
in each of the five continents and each of the Seven Seas. The
continental Powers began to feel out of scale with these
World-Empires in much the same way as Italian city-states
must have felt at the end of the fifteenth century when they
looked up from their internecine struggles at the new nation-
states of Spain and France. Preoccupation with internal
aifairs and frontier disputes now gave place to an urge towards
colonial acquisitions.
In many respects mankind has been the gainer by these
activities, which have spread increased wealth—i.e. commodities
for use and enjoyment—into every corner of the globe.
But it is unfortunate that nations should have carried their
jealousies into this new sphere, by erecting tariff walls to keep
out each other's goods and by feverishly competing for overseas
possessions around which they could erect similar barriers.
We shall now see that these economic rivalries had a most
disturbing effect on European history, until they culminated
in the Great War,
§ 167. egyptian entanglements.—The first scene of
conflict was northern Africa. France had conquered algeria
after a long and fluctuating struggle begun under Charles X
(§ 99)> continued under Louis-Philippe, and only ended under
Napoleon III. Her interest in Egypt went back still further—
to the expedition of Napoleon I. There had ever since been
a considerable French population there, and much French
money was invested in the country. This connection was
drawn still closer when a French engineer named de Lesseps
undertook, with capital provided partly by French banks and
partly by the Khedive, to cut the Suez Canal. Britain was
unrepresented at the festivities which marked its formal
opening in 1869; for British statesmen—particularly Lord

